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appropriate to Dogme-based teaching
practice. There are nearly 100 activities
here, varying from short warmers to
extendible tasks that will cover several
lessons. All follow the Dogme materials-
light principle, although this does not
mean that they require little or no thought
and preparation on behalf of the teacher.
While some activities will be familiar, all
are set in the context of the ‘unplugged’
lesson. 

In Part C, the authors examine the
practical implications of taking a Dogme
approach to language teaching at both
the classroom and the syllabus level. This
section examines some of the concerns
critics of Dogme raise: Can the
methodology be used by non-native
teachers, or with young learners? Can
(indeed, should?) an exam class be
based on Dogme principles? Is it
possible to unplug an entire school? In
each case, the authors suggest that with
care and planning, experienced teachers
can enhance their practice through using
Dogme methods over a range of teaching
situations, and that Dogme ideas are
applicable across the wider context of
the syllabus and school. However, they
make the point that the ability to ‘fly by
wire’, which a Dogme approach implies,
is not usually suitable for recently-
qualified and inexperienced teachers.
Teaching Unplugged provides a

definitive statement of Dogme principles
and a cogent and persuasive argument for

their use. Meddings and Thornbury
understand that teaching theory needs
to be grounded in the real world, and
teachers and course planners who wish
to take a Dogme-based approach will
find plenty of practical ideas here to use
at both the individual classroom lesson
level and in wider curriculum planning
contexts. This inspirational book will be
of interest to anyone who wants to
understand how Dogme may allow them
to take a fresh look at their teaching and
focus on how, what and why they teach.

Viv Midlane
Broadbottom, UK
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In an era of rapidly developing
technology, with interactive whiteboards
appearing in more and more classrooms,
there has been an urgent need for
resources to accompany them that are
designed specifically for English
language teaching. In this book, Daniel
Martin has responded to this need by
offering a wealth of creative ideas that
can be used with interactive whiteboards.
In his introduction, he also provides
reasons for using these tools, which will
genuinely challenge the scepticism of
those who question just how interactive
this technology can be in the classroom.

Martin has helpfully separated the
activities into image-based, sound- and
video-based and text-based categories
and provided a quick-reference guide at
the back of the book that allows the
teacher to search by focus, language
level, estimated time of activity and by
their own ICT skills. Each activity is then
formatted so that there is step-by-step
guidance for preparation and use in the
classroom. Martin also explains that
these activities can cater for different
types of intelligences, though it is a
shame that there is no indication in the
quick-reference guide of the intelligences
that are likely to be activated. Instead he
makes reference to another book, also in
Helbling’s Resourceful Teacher Series,
entitled Multiple Intelligences in EFL,
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which would be useful when considering
learner styles.

Nevertheless, the book contains a
broad spectrum of almost 100 activities,
and one of the strong points is that it
also encourages further experimentation
by offering numerous variations. These
will greatly assist teachers in tailoring
these and other resources to the precise
needs of their classes. Another strength
is the CD-ROM that accompanies this
book which provides 24 activities that are
ready to use in class with an interactive
whiteboard. They can be played directly
from the computer, often without the
need to use interactive whiteboard
software; what a blessing, some might
say! Either way, these activities certainly
appear professional, do not require
challenging ICT skills on the part of the
teacher and had a strong motivational
effect on my students when I used them
in class.

On the whole, this book has reignited
my interest in using interactive
whiteboards in the classroom, but it has
also reminded me that this should not be
at the expense of other well-established
resources that deserve equal recognition
for their benefits. Even so, just as a
language institution is commended for
having a broad array of materials
available, teachers can benefit students
and themselves by developing their
professional skills, and Martin’s book
provides a solid foundation for those
keen to do so by adding the interactive
whiteboard to their repertoire.

Michael Brewster
London, UK
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